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50 - Lights and Shadows 1984 
''A MODERN MYSTERY" (continued) 
It's not so amazing that behaviorists insist that to be the first born 
or only child is an excellent set-up for success. A great preponderance 
of hugely successful people in western culture fall into these categories. 
Unfortunately, a great preponderance of people suffering from stress­
related diseases-heart attack, high blood pressure, strokes, ulcers­
are also eldest or only children. 
As a parent, I don't want to know the answers to the birth order 
mystery. I would hate the responsibility of knowingly subjecting my 
unborn babies to life as either a neurotic over-achiever or a healthy, 
happy bum. I do appreciate, however, the scientists' hard work to 



